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Of PATRIOTIS M. 


oe Ob Greeks, re[peé? your Fame, 
Let awful Virtue, patriot Warmth infpire, 
Aad catch from Breaft ta Breaft, the noble Fire ! 


Pore’s Homer. 


ATRIOTISM, or public Spirit, is fo effentially neceflary to the Profperity of 
p Government, and the Welfare of Civil Society, that without.fome Portion of the 
former, the /atier, I was going to fay, cannot long exift ; I will venture to fay, 


can have no Exiitence. 


Aut Hiftory confpires to eftablifh this political Maxim, That the true Dignity and 
Glory, the Stability and internal Tranquility of every State, were always proportionate to 
the Strength and Diffufrvenefs of Public Spirit. The fublime Genius of the wifeft 
Legiflator, the refined Arts of the moft fkilful Politician, would be but /plendida Nuga, 
unavailing Efforts towards the Eftablifhment of Order and Harmony, without the 
Affiftance of Patriotifm. It is this divine Principle which alone can give Vitality, 
Beauty, Strength and Duration to any political Body. 

WHEN we confider the aftonifhing Grandeur, the almoft incredible Victories, and 
that refplendent Figure which the Grecian and Roman Common-Wealths exhibited to 
the World, if we examine from what Sources they derived that fuperior Luftre, which 
has claimed the Admiration of all fucceeding Ages, and been equalled by none ; there 
is no Principle from whence we can with fo much Juftice, deduce their Glory and 
Renown, as from that patriot Ardor which warmed every Breaft, and beamed forth with 
fo illuftrious a Blaze from their Legiflators, their Heroes and Philofophers. If on the 
other Hand we trace them to the melancholly Periods of their Declenfion and Diffolution, 
we fhall find they funk in Proportion to their Decay of Public Spirit: And that when 
felfith Principles and fordid Views became predominant, lawlefs Ambition reared its 
deftructive Head, generous Emulation took its Flight, and that noble difinterefted Love 
of the Public, which had triumphed over every felfith, every partial Tic, was no longer 
the ruling Principle of Action. Hence they became a Prey to Tyranny, to Vice, and 
to abject i ignominious Slavery. | 

It would not be difficult to illuftrate thefe Obfervations by a Deduétion of Faéts from 
the Grecian and Roman Hiftorians, could fo ample a Detail fall within the Limits of 
this Paner, or fo fully anfwer its prefent Defign. I fhall therefore proceed. And 
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In the First Place endeavour to prove, that ever Member of the Community, who js 
not aétuated by a Public Spirit, or a Patriot Difpofition, may and ought to be deemed 
an Enemy to his Country. 

SeconpLy, I fhall attempt to difcriminate true Patriotifm from its frecious 


Appearance, 

THAT we are not born for our felves alone, is the Voice of found Philofophy,---the 
Didtates of unerring Nature. Dependence and focial Obligation take Place at the firf 
Dawn of Life, and as its Thread lengthens, continually multiply and invigorate: 
Amongtt thefe the Love of the Publie becomes one of the Strongeft. Family Affe@ion 
and private Friendfhip, if they fo engrofs our Hearts as to render us infenfible of the 
general Welfare, are not only mean and unworthy Paffions, but naturally hurry us into 
the bafeft, the vileft, and moft immoral Condu&. The Good of the Public, includes 
the Life and Happinefs of Thoufands: And it is furely not lefs abfurd than wicked, to 
give the Preference to the blind Dicétates of Paffion, or the narrow Ties of perfonal 
Attachment. 

Nor to melt for public Calamities,---not to feel the patriot Glow of Soul, when 
our Country is crowned with Succefs, and diftinguifhed with Honour,---to be regardlefs 
of its Fame, and unambitious in its Behalf,---to coil ourfelves up within the dirty Shell 
of our own private Intereft and Conveniency, carelefs of the common Good ; is denying 
our Title to Humanity, and forfeiting the Charaéter of rational Beings. 

He who is fecured to his Country, by no Ties but thofe of partial Paffion and private 
Intereft, will, whenever there arifes an Oppofition between that and thee, give the 
Preference to the /atter, and unreftrained by Fear, is ripe for Rebellion, Confpiracies, 
Rapine and Treachery. Every fuch Man is a concealed Mine, which only wants to 
be properly touched ; and as far as his Influence reaches, the Fabric of public Peace, 
Harmony and Order, will fhake and totter. 


Meer Ly to love the Public, to with it well, to feel for it, in all its Viciffitudes, is 
not fufficient. The Man may perhaps be honeft enough to do no Harm, if it fhould be 
in his Power, and may poilibly be Proof againft any Temptations to injure his 
Country. But this is by no Means fulfilling the whole of his Obligation to the 
Community of which he is a Member. To exemplify our Love for the Public, as far 
as our Ability and Sphere of Action will extend, is true Patriotifm, ‘This is the 
indifpenfible Duty of every Man, and whoever, from Indolence or Lukewarmnefs, 
negleéis te advance the common Weal, when it is in his Power, is not only a bad 
Citizen, but a real Enemy to his Country, in Proportion to the Value and Confequence 
of his negleéted Service. Should this Indolence and Lukewarmnefs univerfally infed 
a People, their Government will be unhinged, they will fall a Prey to their Enemies, and 
ceafe to be a Nation, 


I co fill farther. Whoever is unftudious of the public Emolument, who 
denies it a Share of his thinking Hours, and refufes to exert his Head, his Heart, and 
his Hands ia its Behalf, is a Foe to Society. Mankind have been more indebted to 
the patriot Zeal of Genius and Knowledge, than to the conquering Arm of Heroifm. 
And whofo neglects to make the common Good an Object of Refiection, and to plan 
for its Welfare, robs it of all that Advantage which it might reap by a contrary 
Condu&. 

I Am now to diftinguith between true Patriotifm, and its fpecious Appearance. — 

To thine in the firft Order of Patriots, has been the Portion of few. That etherial 


Spark which pervades and illuminates the Breafis of the choiceft Favourites of Heaven, 
is 











ous 


ifm. 


Pe 

>. 
a 
ns 
. 





The INDEPENDENT REFLECTOR. 93 


is but fparingly fhed amongft human Kind. But let us not envy thofe elder Sons of 
immortal Fame, nor murmur at our own Allowance; rather let us endeavour to 
improve the Talents we enjoy, than with a rafh Ambition grafp at thofe we are not 
born to poflefs. ‘To be in fome Degree a Patriot, is in every Man's Power, and is every 
Man’s Duty. 

He is a Patriot who prefers the Happinefs of the Whole, to his own private 
Advaniage ; who, when properly called upon, is ready to rife up in its Defence, amd 
with a manly Fortitude, fhield it from Danger. He is a Patriot, the ruling Object of 
whofe Ambition, is the public Welfare : Whofe Zeal, chaftifed by Reflection, is calm, 
fteady and undaunted : He whom lucrative Views cannot warp from his Duty : Whom 
no partial Ties can prevail on to act traiteroufly to the Community, and facrifice the 
Intereft of the Whole to that of a Part: He whom Filattery cannot feduce, nor 
Frowns difmay, from fupporting the public Intereft when it is in his Power: Who 
mourns for their Vices, and exerts his Abilities to work a Reformation: Who 
compafGionates their Ignorance, and endeavours to improve their Underftandings : He who 
aims to cultivate Urbanity and focial Harmony. ‘Te conclude, he is a true Patriot 
whofe Love for the Public is not extinguifhed, cither by their Infenfibility or Ingratitude ; 
but goes on with unwearied Benevolence in every public-fpirited Attempt. 


Here I am tempted to ftop, and pay my Adorations to thofe exalted Patriots, who 
were the Glory, the Safe-guard, the Ornaments of their Country :---But I will reprefs 
my Emotion and keep to Order. 

One would be apt to imagine, Patristifm carried fuch evident Marks of its native 
Purity, that no fpecious Appearance of it could impofe upon Mankind. But if we 
judge of Human Nature by Experience, we fhall be almoft tempted to think, Men are 
formed to deceive and be deceived. *Tis not in Patriotifm only, but in various other 
Charaéters, that Mankind are in Mafquerade, and Faifehood afflumes the Air ef Reality. 
Virtue has fomething fo irrefiftably charming, that artful Vice fteals her Drefs, and 
often mimics her Air fo deceitfully, that it requires more than common Penetration to 


_ difcover the Delution. 


Unper the Difguife of Patriotifm, that firft-rate Virtue, Faétion, Self-Intere/t, and 
private Ambition are frequently concealed. I have found, and I own my felf unequal to 
the Power of developing all the artificial Windings of falfe Patriotif/m. 

Bur I may venture to pronounce, that where a benevolent Temper, does not difplay 
itfelf in the general Tenor of a Man’s Conduét ; his Pretences to Patriotifm and public 
Spirit, are very much to be queftioned. For Benevolence is the Parent ‘of Patrioti(m, 
and where the Father has no Property, what Inheritance can the Son claim ? 

True Patriotifm cannot dwell with a mean, narrow, felfith Difpofition : As cafily 
will Figs grow upon Thorns, or Grapes upon Thiftles. ; 

Te Coward, the Flatterer, the Wretch whofe fordid Soul pays Obeyfance to the 


fplendid Infolence of Power and Fortune, can never feel the generous Warmth of honeit 
Patriotifm. 


Tue noify intemperate Froth of a polttical Enthufiaft, is as far removed from a fteady 


Principle of Patriotifm, as the Dignity of folid Underftanding from the Fumes of 
poetical Madnefs.--- 


Party-Fattion and perfonal Refentment, have often impofed themfelves upon 
Mankind for the divine Operations of public Spirit. We fhall find Hypocrites of this 
fart, more frequently inveighing againft Men, than reafoning upon Faéts : Ridicule is 
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their favourite Engine---to miflead the Judgment by warming the Imarination, is they 
peculiar Art. 

Tue fuperftitious Zealot, and the religious Bigot, have not fo much as an Idea of a 
Public: When they prefume to aét the Part of Patriots, there is fomething 6 
unnatural and abfurd in their Manner, that they can fcarcely deceive any but their own 
Herd. 

Wuen thefe Characters lay Claim to Patriotifm, we may be fure they are Impofters, 
and we fhould treat them as Hypocrites. 

I fhall clofe my Animadverfions with an Exhortation to my Countrymen, to cultivate 
and difplay this God-like Virtue of public Spirit. 

We are, my Friends, but juft emerged from the rude unpolifhed Condition of an 
Infant Colony : There is a large Field for Improvement open to us. We are fet down 
in a Country whofe Fertility will generoufly reward the Labours of the induftrious 
Hufbandman. The Bowels of the Earth already yield us their freafures, and probably 
have more and better in Referve. Commerce ftretches forth its golden Arms to our 
Merchants ; and our Situation is fo pre-eminently advantageous for Navigation, that] 
am perfuaded, it will be our own Faults, if we do not extend and increafe our Trade 
beyond our Neighbours and Competitors. And to crown all, we are blefled with eivil 
Liberty, and the ineftimable Privilege of unprecarious Property, Wéitliout thefe, all 
our natural Advantages, would be no more than a beautiful unanimated Picture. Our 
Security, our Profperity, our Duration, by a natural and neceflary Connection, will be 
in Proportion to the Strength and Management of our Patriotifm and public Spirit. We 
are accountable to the Supreme Beneficient Governor of the Univerfe, as the Donor of 
thefe Bleffings : We are bound as rational a€tive Beings to improve them, and we are 

anfwerable to Pofterity for our Conduct. 


Ler usall then, in our refpective Stations, and with our feyeral Abilities, exert our 
felves as Patriots, that fo a united Harmony of public Spirit may arife amongit us. Let 
the general Good take Place of a contracted Selfithnefs. Let the public Welfare triumph 
over private Animofity, Let us difcountenance Vice, and revere that Religion which 
will make us wifer and better. Let us abhor Superftition and Bigotry, which are the 
Parents of Sloth and Slavery. Let us make War upon Ignorance and Barbarity of 
Manners. Let us invite the Arts and Sciences to refide amongft us. Let us encourage 
every Thing which tends to exalt and embellifh our Charaéters. And in fine, let the 
Love of our Country be manifefted by that which is the only true Manifeftation of it, 


a patriot Soul and a public Spirit. 
N. 


Jp HERE AS fome 4 ithe Clergy in this City, make a Pratice of afperfing the Character of 

the Independent Reflector in their Pulpits, by charging him obliquely ( tho’ too intelligibly 
to be miftaken by their Congregations) with Infidelity and Contempt for Chrifiianity, in order 
to difcredit his Paper, without any Provocation or the leaft Foundation for fuch feurritons 
Infrruations from any a his Writings. This is therefore to give Notice (having with great 
Patience waited for their ry aphawnirs ) that the frft Clergyman, guilty of the like infameus 
Artifice for the future, Jhall be treated as he deferves for taking fuch villainous Liberties. 








New-Yor« : Printed by J. Parker, at the New Printing-Ofice in Beaver-Sirect, 
by avbom Letters to the Author ave carefully delivered. 








